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will have u meeting with Lib¥an Foreign
al-Shoboumi, who will be in Malia this

expected Lo have a meeting with Foreign
man Jason Avzopardi.

I-Shohoumi are cxpected to pick up
toff when Dr Frendo paid a visit to Libya
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Ministry in the coming days, since
both the wardens and the police
force fall under this mimstmy’s
responsibilities. Minisler Baorp
wiis involved in the discussions

announced that along with the
introduction of some  300-350
bring-in siles, there will also be
three o four civic amenity sites
introduced W cater for bulky retuse.
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AR LR DO GILETLCLIL YGET, NUHITLE
tald THIN. More details about the
avtnal revision
colorcement, o8k

Continued from page 1

Foolage tuped at various ship-breaking sites present
ed during the press conference showed how the ships
are steeied onto beaches and basicully lorn down over
some {our W five months by hundreds of workers in
appaling conditions. The ships, most of winch contain
toxic waste or il reservoirs, are left to spill in the sea
Rubbers from the ships' cables ane burnt on site releas-
ing large quantitics of dioxins,

Furthermore, given the fact that many of these ships
were built decades ugn, & ot of them contain large
quantities of highly carcinogenic asbestos, which the
warkers dismantle with their hare hands and without
uny facial or respiratory protection.

The export of theze ships 10 Asia, where resulated
ship-hreaking facilities wre pructically non-existent,
cscalaled after the Maltese-Nugred oil tanker Frika
broke in two and sank in 1999, keaking over 10000 tons
of heavy oil, polluting 400 kilometres of France's
Brittany coast. The International Muritime Organisation
dedided to phase out single-hull oil wmkers like Frika
by 2010, The process was Farther hurricd up after the
single-hull oil tanker Prestige sank in 2002, polluting
4,000 kilometres of Spanish and French coost.

To this effect & repont prepared for the Furopean
Commission shows thit by 2010 there will be 2,200
stngle-Twll ships 10 be scrpped. which mcuns a five-
or six-fold ineredsein the ships to be scrapped. This i
in expansion that could spall an wreparable coviron-
mental and humay culssirophe, Ms Harjono strossed.

{ireenpeace’s report shows that an estimated 34 ships
flying a Maltese flag were sent for scrapping in Asia in
2003, So far this year the fismre stands 1 15 Nooe of
the ship owners had taken any steps to clean the ships
hefore they were to be serapped

Besides the eovironmental damage caussd by (he
unregniated way in which these ships are being
scrapped, the 5ies are wnonz the most harandous
workplaces inthe world, Ms Hugono sid The fact
Uit the ships 10 e scrapped siifl contam oil and othe;
flummishle materials means Lhal there are freguent
explosatms on site

Tiwe exzcr number of deatlis

of the wurkers do notr have permits. The footas
included seencs of conntless children, completely
anprotecied, pulling ar cables a few nictnes wway from
open fires,

Ship-breaking is big business, she added. On avarage,
a serap ship is worth some $1.9 million und therefore
many of the Asian developing companies competing
for the market cannot afford to make demands on ship
owners fearing thal this can scare them off (o another
ship-breaking bay, camipaipner Martin Besieun said.

“Many of these countnics are willing to implement
sume changes, if not for the environment to safeguand
Uhesir workess,” be said. “Bul they cannot because if
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Local council meetings

they do make certain demands they will lose their mar
ket share, which is oflen an indispensablis licline o
large communities.

Last year India tried Lo implement measures 1o restricl
the ships entering Indian shores o those which Tuve
tlrcady hesn cleaned of Qummahle fuel, but Found thal
mimy ship owners were looking elsewhens,

The Ciresnpeace contingenl s expected o ask e
government e take immediate: achon ensuring dhal
ships {lying a Maliese flag we disposed of properdy, in
line with the Basel convention, of which Maltais a S
natory. More importantly, Mr Bosioux axplained,
Malta could play a major role in lobbying with other
EU membirs and the rest of the internuliona! commu
nity. After all Malta 15 the fourth largest maritime rog
ister in the world, ha siressed.

“Not only can Malia salvage its imuage as a responsi
ble maritime nation bot it can also spearhead a very
profitable few business for its shipyards. In fact, the
Maltese drydocks have been earmarked in the
Cireenpeace reporl us a possible green ship-breaking
siie. Ship-breaking is a lucrative business wilh 1 mar-
ket thar is only expected 1o expand in the foresecahle
future.”
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Jian Prime Minister
coni sl yesterday that
aid workers and 1w
pped i Baghdad three
el e released.
suiel ull four were hand-
o Rz Cross i Irag,
Uheyieur-old women wnd
were Kidnapped  in
7 September. Berluscon
s wene expectod Ao
ly saon, poksibly even
i
5 moment ol joy"
said, *The twi winls are
ill be ahle o return 1o
sries Tonieht.” ;
comen were working for
ney L Famte Per,, (4
i wene involved in
WAICE POjEcls.
i firsd reported by the
sion melwork Al-Jazeera.
*n, the futher of one of
5, said on ol Yareera that
wmed by Berlusconi and
of the telease of the two
[ [ not spoken oo e
i owpiting 1o de 5o inoon
o, hexsaid,
ked al Jazeera and the
i, which he said bad
friendship te the funily
| such havd tmes.
i wenf heton: FPulioment
tls of the relese, with the
icaking inlo applavse.
ne minislor hanked the
¢ arencics of lrag's neigh-
uniries, meluding Jordan,
s in Bt yesterday,
afed that {he Ialian secrol
'rcrcim-ul.w_ﬂ 10 A% Wany a5
ol negotiations, withoul
it
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MARK MICALLEF

A report compiled by Greenpeace, entitled: Playing
Lide and. Seek, shows that Maltesc-flugged vessels
1make up the biggest obsolete, roxic flecl being expor-
od to Asia for stip-breaking, campaigner Manetta
Hurjono explmncd yesterday,

Ms Harjono ix i Malta ta hold meetings with the
government on (his matter over the pext two days,
together with hier colleagues from Greenpaalc
Internationul, The meetings will be held with
Comperitiveness and Communications Minister Centsy
Galea and Environment and Rural Affairs Minister
Georpe Pullivino,

A shipabout to besoapped at Alang ship-breaking yard, India

Maltese-flagged ships
second largest toxic fleet

sold for scrap in Asia

The group gave a press conference yesterday at
the Corinthia Palace Hotel in Balzan 1o create an
awareness on the matter, Ms Harjoni explained thar
despite that the Mualiese government, Logether with
some 160 other countries, signed the Basel con-
vention — aimed at preventing toxic ship-breaking
_ 95 per cent of ships destined for wreckage still
miake their way to the houches of Indi,
Bangladesh, Chitig, Fakistan and Turkey, among
others, where they are scrapped indiscriminately,
polluting the environmenl with hazardous

Price Lmf. 166

Clampdo
on illeg
dumpir

‘round t
corner

MARK MICALLEF

Prime: Minister Lawre
vesterday et Rescn
Infrastructuee.  Minds
Zammil and  Environ
Rural -Alfairs Minisp
Publicing 1o iron oot the
miealiies of the revis
Iittering Act, now said
the corner, sources fokl
Independerdt,

The evisions o Lhe
alrendy  been  diser
approved, in princp
Cabiner, They will b
final go-ahend next we
concerned minisires
{inishing tonches.

The Prime: Minister
that government b
clamp down on illez
during an intcrview
Maita ndependent
editor Mecl  Grin
Granarios, s part af th
Party's Indipendence |
HOns programme, 3
broke thie ews on 11

The measures. oS
fnfrastruclune minstey
dinaler Melvyn M
frmmieed, will include hi
un Lhe fines alreidy ¢
in the et

The emphasis will |
enforcenent.
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